CIVILISATIONS OF THE EAST

" merry England," in whom we ought to seek
an analogy for the life of Oriental plants,
and these, I suspect, have a solidity, a sense
of the fundamental realities, and the possi-
bility of a really religious outlook on the world
which it will be hard to parallel among city
dwellers

Again, throughout all the East there has
been a development of culture in some respects
more important and higher than that of
the modern West Under culture I include
religion, literature, and art And I regard
these, not as being, m themselves, the purpose
of human life, but rather as signs that that
purpose is being fulfilled, that men, having
satisfied, without too much exertion and ex-
haustion, their material needs, are living a
life of rich and fine feeling, are contemplating
nature and their own lives and purposes in
rituals, pictures, poems, and songs. This kind
of culture the East, I think, has always had in
a finer sense than the modern West.

On the other hand, for causes which it
would be interesting to try to trace, the East
has fallen far behind the West in what I may
call the machinery of life, and in all that
kind of intellectual effort and achievement on
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